
Module 8
Samuel Beckett

‘waiting’ as an
existential
condition

characters open to
many interpretations

and extranged

do not resolve any 
of the issues raised 

in the play

cyclical
time

linear but
fragmented

time

paralysis of
the action

language often
meaningless

unreliable time
dimension

Samuel Beckett

• Endgame (1957)
• Knapp’s Last Tape (1958)

• Happy Days (1961)
• Breath (1969)

Waiting for Godot
(1952/1954)

• alienation
• absurdity

Nihilism

Main works


