
Module 8
The Beat Generation

Jack Kerouac,
On the Road (1957)

Howl and Other Poems
(1956)

casualties of capitalism
and consumer society

spontaneous
composition

obsessive quest
for experience

Allen Ginsberg

protest poetry

The Beat
Generation

spontaneous prosefree-verse poetry reflecting
freedom from conventions

reject of
• conventions

• consumerism
• middle-class values

(American Dream)

alienation expresses
through new forms of art


